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Final- Provincial Heart Failure End of Life

Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillator (ICD) Deactivation Decision Algorithm
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Decision is made by patient and physician to deactivate the ICD after goals of care have been discussed
(If patient known to a specialist include her/him in the discussion)
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Unplanned/Urgent

Physician order ICD Deactivation

[ ] Written or signing of pre-printed order.

[ ] Verbal orders accepted in urgent situation if unable to write order
but must follow-up by written order or signing of preprinted orders.

If appropriate - patient to complete ICD deactivation consent form
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( Do you have access to a magnet? )

Ensure MRP
completes the
preprinted orders for
ICD deactivation
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( \ Do you have a
Magnets could qualified health care
be accessed professional to apply
through the magnet?
hospice
palliative care
program, MRP to inform
closest device programmer of ICD
clinic or ER deactivation request.
Best practice is for

device staff to come

‘\‘ \ 4 to the patient

If unable — have MRP

Have MRP arrange to have Ensure MRP arrange transport to
a qualified health care completes the the clinic, critical care
professional to come to the preprinted orders or ED

for application of
magnet

patient to apply the magnet Ensure the critical care

(could be a critical care or
ER RN,cardio tech or
physician)

Deactivate the ICD using
the ICD programmer

Apply the
magnet

or ED staff are
qualified to use the
programmer
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Documentation: It is highly recommended that a written order or signing of a pre printed order occur prior to deactivation.
In an emergency situation whereby a written order cannot be provided a verbal order will be accepted but it must be accompanied by a written or signed

preprinted order.

The details of the advance care planning discussion and subsequent deactivation must be recorded by the physician in the patient’s progress notes and by other

health care providers in the nursing notes.
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