
Positive

Ongoing viral signs/symptoms, including 
congestion, runny nose or sore throat? 

No

Continue for symptom 
duration* for other possible 

untested viruses
Chest xray shows 

pneumonia 
or bronchitis?

Sputum and/or blood culture results
Discontinue 
Precautions 

based on 
point of care 

risk 
assessment

· Group A Streptococcus
· MRSA
· Neisseria meningitidis

Acute Respiratory Illness Pathway (Adult Patients)

Other organism 
not listed

*Symptoms considered resolved when:
· patient has returned to baseline respiratory status with respect to oxygen requirements and/or any pre-existing cough or 
other respiratory issues and
· patient has been afebrile for ≥24 hours and
· for Influenza positive patients only, it has been at least 5 days since symptoms onset
**https://www.interiorhealth.ca/sites/default/files/PDFS/all-care-areas-transmission-tables.pdf

Influenza A, B or RSV PCR results 

Physician to assess patient
· Order NP swab for Influenza test
· Other tests ordered as appropriate

Start droplet/contact 
precautions immediately

No lab specimens 
collected

Healthcare worker to chart date/time droplet/contact precautions initiatedHealthcare worker to chart date/time droplet/contact precautions initiated

Healthcare Worker to assess for new or acutely worsening cough
 or shortness of breath (duration less than 2 weeks) 

AND
Any one of the following:

· Fever/Chills
· Sneezing
· Sore Throat

· Muscle Aches
· Congestion
· Runny Nose

Continue  Precautions as 
appropriate for each organism** Discontinue Precautions based on point of 

care risk assessment; Consult ICP if uncertain
Consult ICP if 

uncertain

Continue for 
symptom duration*

Negative

Yes

Yes No
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