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Health and Safety Plans 

 

 

The purpose of a Health and Safety Plan is to reduce the potential for harm and assure the health and 
safety of persons in care. The plan demonstrates a licensee’s efforts to minimize risk and prevent harm 
from occurring. 
 
A Licensee may be required to submit a Health and Safety Plan when:   

 

 A serious reportable incident has occurred, or a complaint received 

 Significant concerns were identified during an inspection 

 A structural alteration is planned within the facility 

 Part of the facility or a piece of equipment is deemed unsafe or unsuitable 

 A major event has occurred which affects facility operations, such as a flood 
 

Consider the following questions when preparing a health and safety plan: 
 

 Who is the plan being developed for? Who will be protected by the plan? 

 What needs to happen to ensure the health and safety of the persons in care, and what are you 
expecting to accomplish by implementing the plan?  

 Why does the plan need to be developed? Why is there a concern for the health and safety of 
persons in care? 

 Where does the plan apply? Does is apply to one part of the facility, or all of it? Does it apply to 

outdoor areas? Be specific. 

 When is the plan being implemented and for how long? Provide the anticipated start and end 
dates.  

 How is the plan going to be carried out? Do you need assistance to implement the Health and 
Safety Plan? Do staff members, family members, advocates, physicians, or the funding agency 
have a role to play? Identify specific tasks that need to be completed in order to execute the 
health and safety plan. For example, can a licensee change schedules, supervision or work 
duties to implement the plan? 

 
A Licensing Officer will review the Health and Safety Plan to determine if it is adequate to assure the 
health and safety of persons in care, and appropriate to the specific circumstances; the outcome of this 
review will be provided to the Licensee in writing. 
 
Licensees must contact their Licensing Officer if they would like to modify their plan in response to 
changing circumstances. In addition, the Licensee will be advised in writing when an event has resolved 
and the health and safety plan is no longer required.  
 
 
Acknowledgement: Adapted with permission from Vancouver Island Health Authority 
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