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IMPORTANT LAB UPDATE

June 30, 2025 25-25
To: Primary Care Offices and IH UPCCs
From: Dr. Bing Wang, Medical Microbiologist

Jacob Pyper, Health Service Director
Re: Outpatient Measles Test Requests

Considering the increase in measles cases recently reported in BC, it is important to appropriately collect and
transport measles specimens for testing.

Important Information

=  Collect NP swab and urine specimen per MRP request using airborne, droplet and contact precautions.

»  Pack the specimens per standard process for microbiology specimens. Ensure the specimen container
lid is tightly closed to prevent leaking in transport.

=  Submit specimens to your local IH laboratory. Specimens will be forwarded to BCCDC for testing.

Action Required

= Review your immunization records. If you are not measles immune, contact your family physician,
community pharmacy, public health, or local travel clinic to arrange for measles vaccination.
» Follow routine precautions for handling and packaging of measles specimens.
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