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To:  IH Emergency Department staff, IH Maternal and Child Health, IH Pediatricians 

From: Microbiology Working Group, Dr. Amanda Wilmer, Medical Director, Microbiology; 

Dr. Amir Hadzic, Microbiology; Melinda Carrier, Health Services Director 

 

Re: Changes to Pediatric Respiratory Viral Testing 
 

With the arrival of respiratory virus season, changes in epidemiology and the lower prevalence of Mycoplasma 

pneumoniae infections, an updated guidance for use of Expanded Respiratory Panel (Magpix) testing in patients 

under 18 years of age is provided. 
 

To be performed expanded respiratory panel (Magpix) testing needs to be specifically requested by the 

clinician when ordering testing if the patient meets the BC Children’s Hospital recommended clinical 

criteria.  
 

o Infant <3 months old 

o Hospitalization due to respiratory illness 

o Medically complex cases where a viral diagnosis will inform management decisions 

o Immunocompromised status 

o Returned travellers who are febrile and suspected of viral illness 

o Atypical pneumonia suspected (Mycoplasma pneumoniae or Chlamydia pneumoniae) 
 

All samples where expanded respiratory panel is requested will first be tested for COVID-19, Influenza A/B, 

and RSV. If a patient initially tests positive for COVID-19, influenza or RSV, expanded respiratory 

pathogen testing will not be performed. 

 

If COVID-19, influenza, or RSV is positive and atypical pneumonia is still suspected, or if further viral 
results are required to guide patient management, the clinician must contact the local Microbiology 

laboratory to request expanded respiratory testing. 

 

Important Information 
 

▪ When respiratory illness testing is required, COVID-19, Influenza A/B, and RSV will be performed on 

all patients. 

▪ Expanded respiratory pathogen testing will be performed only when requested by the clinician 

and when the patient does not have a positive COVID-19, influenza or RSV result.  

▪ In cases where COVID-19, influenza or RSV are positive and atypical pneumonia is suspected or 

additional viral testing will change patient management, the local Microbiology laboratory 

needs to be contacted by the clinician to have expanded respiratory testing performed.  

 

Action Required 
 

▪ Use the above criteria to guide ordering of expanded respiratory pathogen testing for pediatric 
patients, as recommended by BC Children’s Hospital. 

▪ To order expanded respiratory pathogen testing in Meditech, refer to respiratory-viral-testing-
ordering-chart-meditech-users-acute-care-pediatric.pdf (interiorhealth.ca) found at 
www.interiorhealth.ca → Information For → Medical Staff → Laboratory Department Specific Services → 
Microbiology → Specimen Ordering and Collection Job Aids 
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