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To:  IH Physicians, IH Acute Care Staff, Kathryn Bush [IPAC], Kristen Hanson [CDU] 
From: Microbiology Working Group, Dr. Helen Bibby, Medical Microbiologist, Interim 

Medical Director, Infection Prevention and Control  
Microbiology, Melinda Carrier, Health Services Director 
 

Re:  Measles Ordering Panel  
 
Due to the rise in measles cases both in Canada and internationally, a new Measles Panel has been created to 
support appropriate testing in suspected measles cases. The panel can be located by searching "Measles 
Panel" in Meditech and includes the following tests: 

• Measles Nasopharyngeal or Throat PCR 
• Measles Urine PCR 
• Acute Measles Serology 

ALL three tests are required for measles testing. Please note: All measles testing continues to be referred to 
the BCCDC for testing.  
 
Infection Control Requirements: 
ALL patients undergoing measles testing must be placed on Airborne, Droplet & Contact Precautions. 
 
Important Information 
 

 New “Measles Panel” order replaces previous Measles PCR order and should be used for all suspect 
measles cases 

 Collection instructions for each test are unchanged 
 All three specimens must be collected as part of the panel: 

o Measles Nasopharyngeal or Throat PCR: COPAN red top swab with UTM  
o Measles Urine PCR: sterile screw cap container 
o Acute Measles Serology : SST (gold top)  

 The Microbiology Test Directory has been updated  
 
Action Required 
 

 Order “Measles Panel” for suspected measles cases. Collect and submit all three specimens 
required 

 Refer to the Microbiology Test Directory and Meditech notes for collection instructions 
 Notify the Medical Health Officer (MHO) for all suspected measles cases  
 Review the attached MHO’s communication for further information on measles: 

https://www.interiorhealth.ca/sites/default/files/PDFS/mho-alert-april-3-2025.pdf 
 

https://www.interiorhealth.ca/sites/default/files/microbiology-guide-to-specimen-ordering-collection-and-transport-information.pdf
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