
          Syndromic Additional Precautions Assessment for Emergency Departments Triage Area
  

Respiratory Infection (RI)1

 ASSESS PATIENT ON ARRIVAL TO EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT FOR ANY OF THE FOLLOWING

1.  Clinically suspected RI - New or acutely worsening cough and fever 
and/or chills, joint/muscular pain, extreme exhaustion/ fatigue, sore 
throat, headache, runny nose, loss of sense of smell or taste. In children 
under 5, gastrointestinal symptoms may also be present. In patients 
under 5 or 65 and older, fever may not be  prominent.

2.  Required until etiology of infection is differentiated/organism 
cconfirmed. Follow IPAC instructions.

3.  Cough/hemoptysis AND fever, fatigue, night sweats, weight loss.
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4. Clinically suspected measles/generalized rash and fever 
and exposure to measles case/visit to area with documented 
measles outbreak.

5. Fever, rash, headache, altered level of consciousness 
suggestive of an infectious process such as meningitis.

6.  Diarrhea of suspected infectious origin within last 48 
hours. Diarrhea is defined as 3 or more loose bowel 
movements OR output greater than usual.

7.  History of C. difficile infection, hospitalization or antibiotic 
use within past 90 days.

*  Point of Care Risk Assessment
**  Antimicrobial-resistant Organisms
***  Carbapenemase-producing Organisms
****   Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus
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